
IC 16-41-8

Chapter 8. Communicable Disease: Confidentiality Requirements

IC 16-41-8-1
Confidentiality of information; violations; release of records;

voluntary disclosure

Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsections (d) and (e), a person
may not disclose or be compelled to disclose medical or
epidemiological information involving a communicable disease or
other disease that is a danger to health (as defined under rules
adopted under IC 16-41-2-1). This information may not be released
or made public upon subpoena or otherwise, except under the
following circumstances:

(1) Release may be made of medical or epidemiologic
information for statistical purposes if done in a manner that
does not identify an individual.
(2) Release may be made of medical or epidemiologic
information with the written consent of all individuals identified
in the information released.
(3) Release may be made of medical or epidemiologic
information to the extent necessary to enforce public health
laws, laws described in IC 31-37-19-4 through IC 31-37-19-6,
IC 31-37-19-9 through IC 31-37-19-10, IC 31-37-19-12 through
IC 31-37-19-23, IC 35-38-1-7.1, and IC 35-42-1-7, or to protect
the health or life of a named party.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a), a person responsible for
recording, reporting, or maintaining information required to be
reported under IC 16-41-2 who recklessly, knowingly, or
intentionally discloses or fails to protect medical or epidemiologic
information classified as confidential under this section commits a
Class A misdemeanor.

(c) In addition to subsection (b), a public employee who violates
this section is subject to discharge or other disciplinary action under
the personnel rules of the agency that employs the employee.

(d) Release shall be made of the medical records concerning an
individual to:

(1) the individual;
(2) a person authorized in writing by the individual to receive
the medical records; or
(3) a coroner under IC 36-2-14-21.

(e) An individual may voluntarily disclose information about the
individual's communicable disease.

(f) The provisions of this section regarding confidentiality apply
to information obtained under IC 16-41-1 through IC 16-41-16.
As added by P.L.2-1993, SEC.24. Amended by P.L.181-1993, SEC.1;
P.L.1-1997, SEC.99; P.L.28-2002, SEC.2; P.L.99-2002, SEC.7;
P.L.135-2005, SEC.2.

IC 16-41-8-2
Voluntary contact notification program information; use as



evidence; release

Sec. 2. (a) Identifying information voluntarily given to the health
officer or an agent of the health officer through a voluntary contact
notification program may not be used as evidence in a court
proceeding to determine noncompliant behavior under IC 16-41-1
through IC 16-41-16.

(b) A court may release to:
(1) an individual; or
(2) a representative designated in writing by the individual;

information or records relating to the individual's medical condition
if the individual is a party in a pending action involving restriction
of the individual's actions under IC 16-41-1 through IC 16-41-16. A
person who obtains information under this subsection is subject to
section 1 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.2-1993, SEC.24.

IC 16-41-8-3
Violations

Sec. 3. (a) Except as otherwise provided, a person who recklessly
violates or fails to comply with this chapter commits a Class B
misdemeanor.

(b) Each day a violation continues constitutes a separate offense.
As added by P.L.2-1993, SEC.24.


